




















































WOMEN IN A PATRIARCHAL CULTURE 

It is not enough 
said her mother 
that you 

smile at Auntie Lockwood 
take cookies to the neighbors 
keep quiet while I'm napping 

you must 
cure my asthma. 

It is not enough 
said her husband 
that you 

write letters to my parents 
fix pumpkin pie and pasty 
forget your name was Bauer 

you must 
always 
you must 
never. 

It is not enough 
said her children 
that you 

make us female brownies 
tend our friends and puppies 
buy us Nike tennies 

you must 
let us kill you. 

It is not enough 
said her pastor 
that you 

teach second graders 
change cloths and candles 
kneel prostrate at the altar 

as long as there are starving children in the world 
you must 
not eat 
without guilt. 

It is not enough 
said her counselor 
that you 

struggle with the demons 
integrate your childhood 
leave when time is over 

you must 
stop crying 
clarify your poetic symbols 
and 
not feel 
that you are 
not enough. 

I give up 
she said 
I am not enough 
and laid down 
into the deep blue pocket 
of night 
to wait 
for death. 

She waited .•• 

and 
finally 
her heart exploded 
her breathing stopped 

They came with stretcher 
took her clothes off 
covered her with linen 
then went away 
and left her locked 
in deep blue pocket tomb 

The voice said 
YOU ARE ENOUGH 

naked 
crying 
bleeding 
nameless 
starving 
sinful 

YOU ARE ENOUGH 

And the third day 
she sat up 

asked for milk and crackers 
took ritual bath with angels 
dressed herself with wings 

and flew away. 

* Nancy Ore, "Untitled", previously published in Rough Edges, Garrett­
Evangelical Theological Seminary Women's Caucus publication, May 1983. Reprinted
with permission of the author.
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WOMEN IN A PATRIARCHAL CULTURE 

and/or the following song of Carole Etzler, sung or spoken: 

B. 

Women loving women, 
Caring about other women, 
The most beautiful sight 
I think I will ever see 
Is women loving women, 
Caring about other women, 
Loving each other, 
Helping each other to be free. 
Yeah, women loving women, 
Caring about other women 
Helping each other be 
Who we want to be. 
Women loving women 
Caring about other women. 
Oh, how I feel that 
Caring surrounding me 
From women loving women 
Caring about other women 
Loving women 
Loving women. 

FILLING THE SACRED BASKET (30 minutes) 

(1) Form groups of about five persons each, or remain in one
group.

(2) Sit in a circle around a basket.

(3) Facilitator speaks:

• Patriarchal religions consider the spirit (up there)
superior to the material (down here). As women, our
lives are concerned with the here and now - both the
ideas and the reality of production, cultivations, birth,
nurturing and care of the world. Women are beginning
to understand that there are spiritual dimensions to
our lives; to the ways we give birth, design the spaces
that our minds grow in; experience friendship, engage and
dissolve unions; live through trauma; survive with respect,
and all the rest.

• As we go around the circle, put something in the basket
(figuratively or literally) which today you would call
sacred, or spiritual, which you would not have done
five years ago. Tell the group about it, if you wish.
This is not a time for discussion. Each person speaks,
and others listen.
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C. 

D. 

E. 

WOMEN IN A PATRIARCHAL CULTURE 

(4) The baskets should then be put on a table with the candle.

• The facilitator may say something like, "May our
awareness of the spiritual in our lives increase so
that we may walk in the sunlight with pride in our
lives and in our relationships".

FOCUS ON THE READINGS (45 minutes) 

(1) Form into one large group.

(2) Develop a discussion around responses to the following:

SUMMARY 

1. Can you accept M. Hunt's definition of lesbian?
Can you see yourself on a lesbian-straight continuum?

2. According to Gearhart, there is a danger in
struggling only for our personal growth or nuclear
family. Feminist spirituality involves a collective
quality. Do you agree?

3. How do we deal individually with the cultural
backlash against feminism in our lives? What does
this mean for our own religious and spiritual lives?

(30 minutes) 

(1) The facilitator invites the participants to share their
reactions to this session, by mentioning new learning,
misunderstandings, disagreements, as well as what has been
particularly rewarding.

(2) The facilitator asks participants to fill out the
Evaluation sheets which are now distributed with black ink
pens. This may take about ten minutes.

(3) Collect the sheets. Facilitator asks the group if anyone
wants to express ideas or feelings about the overall program.

CLOSURE (10 minutes) 

The group moves into a circle, holding hands. The facilitator 
asks each person to say a word which characterizes how they 
feel about the program. Then "We are Dancing Sarah's Circle" 
is sung. (words below) After this, the candle is extinguished. 
Then, to refreshments! 
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